The Smestow Vale Team Ministry
St John’s and St Michael’s

Keeping in Touch with our Church Family
Sunday 12th December
3rd Sunday of Advent
God for whom we watch and wait,
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son:
give us courage to speak the truth,
to hunger for justice,
and to suffer for the cause of right,
with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A reading from the book of the prophet Zephaniah
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice
and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!
The LORD has taken away the judgements against
you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of
Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear
disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to
Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands
grow weak. The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a
warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you
with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will
exult over you with loud singing as on a day of
festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you
will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your
oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and
gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into
praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will
bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I
will make you renowned and praised among all the
peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the LORD
Zephaniah 3.14–20
John the Baptist preaches to the crowd.
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized
by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We
have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’ And the
crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply
he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share

with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must
do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized,
and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He
said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount
prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we,
what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and
be satisfied with your wages.’ As the people were filled
with expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the
Messiah John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize
you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff
he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ So, with many
other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the
people
Luke 3:7-18
A Reflection from the Rector
Many years ago I had a poster, I don’t remember the
picture, but I do remember the sound bit. “If you were
no trial for being a Christian would there be enough
evidence to convict you ?” Sometimes I can almost
imagine a court, complete with judge, prosecutor and
defence council presenting the events of my life to the
jury, each side debating the successes and failures of my
discipleship. The Jews always had a strong
understanding of God as judge, a judge who looked not
just at externals, but also into the heart. We all know
that there were, and are many, many rules which Jews
try to observe, trying to ensure that in their day to day
living that all their relationships, in their family, and in
society are characterised by fairness and generosity.
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As Faithful Jews Zechariah and Elizabeth would have
brought their son John up in the faith. He would have
learnt not just about the rules but also about
generosity and fairness. Living in a small community
he would have been aware his neighbours failures
and follicles. He would have known who was
generous and who was mean. All that experience
would have been the prequel to his ministry and so
as he addressed the crowd his message was
threefold. Firstly don’t forget that you will be judged
by God. Don’t forget that he knows when you are
mean as well as when you are generous! Secondly he
says look at your own life, think about how you can
change your lifestyle and he makes some very
practical steps the different groups can take and
thirdly and perhaps most importantly John tells the
crowd that the coming Messiah is good news.
Advent is a time for reflection and preparation. Part
of that reflection is looking at our own lives and
thinking about where we are mean and where we
could be more generous. Are we like the tax
collectors who exploited their clients ? or like the
soldiers who abused their power ? God knows even if
it is hidden from our families and our neighbours;
and the good news, well it is there in John’s cousin,
Jesus the baby of Bethlehem, now a grown man
waiting to begin a ministry which will draw us closer
to God, our judge yes, but also our loving Father.
Paul

Prayers for the Third Week of Advent
Sunday
Pray for those supported by The Good Shepherd and
similar organisations. (Luke 3: 11)

Monday
Pray for people throughout the world, persecuted
because of their faith in Jesus Christ.

Tuesday
Pray for local schools which are cancelling their Carol
Services because of Covid19.

Wednesday
Pray that cases like that of Arthur Labinjo-Hughes
can be prevented.

Thursday
Pray for restoration of democracy in Myanmar and
the release of Suu Kyi.

Friday
Pray for Uganda, where Covid19 lockdowns have
closed schools since March.

Saturday
Pray for victims of the consequences of climate
change.

Please remember those who have asked for our
prayers
Joy Waistell, Sarah Aldridge, Geoff Truby,
Ann and Barrie Taylor, Olga Barrow-Collins, Amanda
George Moorhouse, Andrew Powney and Tony Lacey.

Those who have died
Beryl Reynolds, Doreen Bridgewater, Joan Siviter,
Michael Walters and Barry Watts.
Please send requests for prayer to the Parish Office

Services Week beginning 12th December
Sunday Worship
St Johns

9.30am

St Michael’s 11.00am

Christmas cards
Due to the continuing Covid 19 restrictions and the advice
on the handling of paper please do not leave Christmas
Cards for collection in church.

Team Prayer Meeting for Advent at Trysull
Wednesday December 15th 7pm – 7.40pm
Seasonal refreshments afterwards.
‘At the heart of Christmas'
A booklet of reflections from Christmas Day until
Epiphany which we hope to distribute to members of our
church family. Can you help deliver some ?

Grapevine Magazines
We are looking for a volunteer to help deliver a few
magazines in Glendale Drive and Ounsdale Road near
Westfield School. If you can help it will be much
appreciated. Contact Nigel : 01902 324111 or
womwelch@hotmail.com or The Parish Office: 897700

